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A LONG ROAD ...

| apologize that it has been so long since my last
newsletter. These past six months have been extremely
busy for me. | have been working towards completing my
Masters degree and it has been a long road that has been
filled with twists and turns. During this time opportunities for
photography have been few and far between. But | am
happy to say that | am almost finished my degree! | handed
in my final draft a few weeks ago and will defend my thesis
on December 3. Wish me luck
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Speaking of long and windy paths — a few months back |
hiked down to Carmanah Beach on the West Coast Trail
with a few friends. After a 4 hour trek along an extremely
overgrown trail we emerged from the rainforest out onto the
beautiful beach. What a spectacular place! We camped
beside the Carmanah Creek (seen above) for two nights.
On the second day | hiked down the beach to explore a large
rocky area that | could see from our camp. It was low tide
and there were dozens of small pools (such as the one in the
photo below) that were absolutely teaming with marine life.

It was early August and fall migration was in full swing for
several species of shorebirds. Thousands of Western
Sandpipers frantically fed along the inter-tidal areas.
Offshore there were 3 Gray Whales that had paused to feed
on the abundance of krill in the shallow waters. Sitting on the
beach as the sun set and watching these amazing animals
was a moment | will remember for a long time.
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KAYAK PHOTOGRAPHY

Since moving to Victoria | have gained a whole new
appreciation for the ocean. All it took was a few visits to the
beach to realize that the ocean supports its own unique
birdlife — much of which is inaccessible from land (e.g. the
Rhinoceros Auklet below). The most practical and
inexpensive way to get out into the ocean and enjoy these
animals is from a kayak.

Photographing birds from a kayak may sound like a
relatively simple endeavor. Let me assure you — it is not!
Trying to paddle towards skittish birds, steer, keep your gear
dry, and focus while balancing is quite a challenge.

The ability to see some of these ocean dwelling species
(such as the Pigeon Guillemot seen below) and maybe even
come away with an image or two is well worth the effort.

WEB UPDATES

I'm constantly updating my website. For more photos from
my adventures in the kayak or to see what else I've been up
to over the past few months visit www.glennbartley.com.
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COSTA RICA BOOK RE-LAUNCH
| am pleased to announce that my book “Costa Rica” is

now available to order directly from my website or from the

publisher at: http://www.blurb.com/bookstore/detail/261804

With Christmas just around the corner this book would
make a great Christmas present for your family or friends.

UPCOMING: ECUADOR

As winter draws near, and as | complete the final phase of
my academic career, | am also busy preparing for my next
big photography trip. In early January | will be traveling to
South America for 5 months of nothing but nature
photography. More specifically | will be visiting Ecuador — a
country renowned for its amazing wildlife.

To those familiar with my photography it will come as no
surprise that | will be focusing my efforts primarily on the
over 1,500 species of birds that call Ecuador home. Of
particular interest to me are the over 100 species of
hummingbirds that can be found in Ecuador.

| have been dreaming about this trip for over a year now. |
can hardly wait to get down there and begin to create
images. While in Ecuador | will keep a text and video blog of
my progress on my website.

Be sure to stay tuned for updates and keep an eye out for
the winter 2009 newsletter from the cloud forests of Ecuador.

Until next time - all the best!

That's all for this season.
Glenn
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